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4 or 5 Day Salmon River Trip
All regular priced North Star Rafting & Fishing trips include night before the river trip lodging in McCall, Idaho at the Scandia Inn.  If the Scandia Inn is booked full, you will receive a per person credit on the price of your rafting trip to use toward booking accommodations elsewhere.  If you are part of a large group trip you may have different travel or lodging logistics than standard.  Please call our office for details.
As you will see from the basic itinerary, you will need to meet us in McCall, Idaho, which is about 100 miles from Boise, Idaho.  Once you are to McCall we provide transportation from McCall to the Put-In on the Salmon River.  We float between 62 and 73 miles northwest over 4 or 5 days, ending up at Hellar Bar, the Take-Out, which is about 45 minutes from Lewiston, Idaho.  We provide transportation from Hellar Bar into Lewiston, (either the airport or your chosen hotel, depending on your travel arrangements).  Take a look at the map on the back of our brochure for a basic orientation of how the trip is laid out.

Flying into Idaho from another state:  Fly into the Boise International Airport (BOI)

From Boise, Idaho to McCall, Idaho:

You have 3 options available for travel between Boise and McCall.

A. Shuttle Transport from Airport:

There will be a shuttle option available to our clients this summer, from the Boise Airport to McCall.  There will most likely be one shuttle leaving from Boise around 5pm, the same evening of the scheduled Pre-Trip Meeting before your trip.  We can make special arrangements for groups traveling together.

Cost:  Depends on group size, but plan on $50/person minimum.

Contact:  North Star office will make arrangements upon your request.

B. Rent a Car:

The drive from Boise to McCall takes about 2 hours.  It is a drive well worth making, as it takes you from the desert plains of Boise north along the Payette River, into the higher elevations and alpine mountains surrounding McCall.  We recommend driving during the daylight hours if possible, not only so you can enjoy the scenery, but also because the road is slow and windy.

The car cannot be returned in McCall, so you end up paying for the rental during your time on the river.  All Lower Salmon trips and 5+ day Hells Canyon trips do not return to McCall, so we will need to arrange for your rental car to be shuttled around to meet you at the end of the trip at an additional cost.  Hertz and Budget allow pick up and drop off between Boise and Lewiston.
C. Fly Boise to McCall:

You can catch a small plane flight directly from the Boise Airport to the McCall Airport.  It takes 20 to 30 minutes to fly to McCall.  Flights usually leave once per day around 4-5pm from Boise.  Let us know if you plan to fly and we can arrange a shuttle to the Scandia.

We recommend: McCall Air/McCall Aviation, 208-634-7137 or 800-992-6559

www.mccallaviation.com

Cost: $80-$100/person; best option for groups of 6 or more is to charter a plane.

Driving Times:

Boise to McCall: 2.5 Hours from the Airport

McCall to Lewiston: 3 Hours

River Trip Take out at Hellar Bar to Lewiston: 45 Minutes

Lewiston to Boise:  6 Hours

Lewiston to Spokane, WA: 2 Hours.

Accommodations in McCall:

Scandia Inn, 401 North 3rd Street, McCall

208-634-7394 or 888-622-2554

Directions:  As you drive north and enter McCall, continue through the stoplight and drive about another half mile.  Scandia is on the right hand side of the road; entrance drive goes up the hill.  Keith Martin and his wife are the managers and they will check you in.  Give them your names and make sure to tell them you are there for a North Star river trip!  Pre-Trip Meeting will be at the hotel at 8:30pm the night before the river trip.

Here is an additional list of hotels in McCall:

Holiday Inn Express
208-634-4700, 210 North 3rd Street, McCall

Shore Lodge

208-634-2244, 501 West Lake Street, McCall

Super 8


208-634-4637, 303 South 3rd Street, McCall

Hotel McCall

208-634-8755, 1101 North 3rd Street, McCall

From Lewiston, Idaho, back Home:

We provide transportation for you from the Take-Out at Hellar Bar to Lewiston, either to the airport or hotel of your choice.  The drive takes about an hour.  Most of our clients fly back to Boise via Horizon Air/Alaskan Air either the same day they get off the river or the following day, depending on their schedule.  The flight takes no more than and hour.  Once in Boise, you can stay overnight or leave on your return flight home.  If you are flying within the northwest, some airlines will allow you to arrive in Boise and depart from Lewiston.

Cost:  Approximate cost of Horizon Air flight, Lewiston to Boise:  $100/person.

Hotels In Lewiston:

Comfort Inn, 2128 8th Avenue, Lewiston, 208.798.8090

Inn America, 702 21st Street, Lewiston, 208.746.4600 or 800.469.4667

Lewiston Super 8 Motel, 3120 North & South Highway, Lewiston, 208.743.8808 or 800.800.8000

Red Lion Hotel, 621 21st Street, Lewiston, 208.799.1000 or 800.232.6730
Holiday Inn Express, 2425 Nez Perce Drive, Lewiston, 208-750-1600

Other Information:

In Idaho—a central reservations company located in McCall can book all kinds of travel and recreation activities for your extended stay in the McCall area.  Make sure to explain that you’ve booked a rafting trip with North Star and we referred you to them for other travel arrangements. 800-844-3246

www.inidaho.com
